
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 88 2.] Scientific News. 693 

and the want of proof or probability that they represented with 
any accuracy the proportion of gluten present or the comparative 
nutritive value of the preparations. Besides, the relative value of 
the various foods, thus determined, did not correspond with the 
previous results of clinical experience, some foods of well proved 
value being classed as spurious, and others being apparently 
overrated. Dr. J. G. Richardson has recently published a note 
denying wholly the conclusions of Dr. Cutter's paper, and calling 
attention to the well known fact that fine flour from which the 
"gluten cells " have been removed, still contains from seven to 
twelve per cent, of gluten. 

Removal. — A. & A. F. Spitzli, dealers in microscopes and 
optical goods, have removed to the Hall Building, Troy, N. Y., 
where they have increased facilities for filling orders by mail for 
microscopical supplies of every kind. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— In January last, at the suggestion of Professor C. E. Mun- 
roe, a post-graduate course in natural history was inaugurated by 
the detailing of six midshipmen to duty at the National Museum 
as assistants to Professor Baird, by whom they were assigned to 
the care of the different curators. The suggestion of Professor 
Munroe was made operative through the earnest efforts of Rear 
Admiral C. R. P. Rodgersand the active cooperation of Commodore 
John Walker, and it met with the hearty approval of the Hon. Sec- 
retary of the Navy. Although at first Professor Baird feared that 
the plan might fail, owing to the detailing of unsuitable men, still 
he was willing to give it a trial and permit them to come. It is 
a pleasure to say that now, after some months' trial, the midship- 
men ordered have pursued their studies with such diligence and 
application, and have performed the duties assigned them so in- 
telligently and faithfully, that the course meets with his entire 
approval. Professor Munroe calls attention to the fact that it is 
not intended, and, in fact, it is quite impossible in the time as- 
signed, to make scientific experts, yet it is hoped to make broader 
men, and, consequently, better officers of these midshipmen, while 
they are still employed in rendering services of great usefulness 
to the Government, at a time when they can best be spared from 
their regular duties. It is believed, too, that in the time assigned 
they may gain enough acquaintance with the subject to enable 
them to observe and record the natural phenomena with which 
they may meet while in the regular pursuit of their profession. 

— Dr. C. A. White, palaeontologist of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, left July Jst for Glendire, Montana, on the Northern Pacific R. 
R., to spend three months in pala^ontological research. Professor 
Cope is en route for Oregon on a similar errand. Mr. S. H. 
Scudder spent the month of June in Colorado, collecting fossil 
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insects at Florissante in order to perfect his forthcoming work on 
fossil insects for one of Professor Hayden's final reports. Professor 
E. S. Morse is now in Japan, en route for China, India and Europe, 
to return the coming winter. Professor R. E. Call is making an 
extended collecting trip in the Southern States for our rarer mol- 
lusks; when last heard from he was at Rome, Ga. Mr. W. A. 
Stearns has chartered a Vessel and takes a party to the Labrador 
coast for scientific observations. 

— Nature has been publishing a series of articles by different 
writers, the first, on Darwin as a geologist, by Professor A. Gei- 
kie ; others on his zoological and psychological works, by Mr. 
Romanes, while his contributions to botany will be discussed by 
Mr. Thistleton Dyer. A biography of the great naturalist is to 
be prepared by his son, Mr. Francis Darwin, who desires the loan 
of his letters, to be copied and returned. A Darwin fund also is 
to be raised, the proceeds of which will be devoted to the ad- 
vancement of biological science. 

— The tenth annual report of the Zoological Society of 
Philadelphia, shows that this young society is in a flourishing 
condition. 34,949 more people visited the garden the past year 
than the preceding; the number of members is 815, and the gate 
receipts for the year was $243,427. The menagerie contains 297 
mammals, 343 birds, and 37 reptiles and batrachians. A bathing 
pond for the elephants, and an aviary are among the new improve- 
ments. The number of animals which breed in confinement is 
increasing. 

— George W. Havves, curator of mineralogy, etc., of the Na- 
tional Museum in Washington, died at Colorado Springs in June 
last, in the 33d year of his age. Dr. Hawes was born in Marion, 
Ind., of New England parentage,- and was educated at Yale Col- 
lege, also studying abroad and receiving the degree of doctor in 
philosophy from the University at Bonn. He was among the 
most enthusiastic of our lithological students, and his untimely 
death will be a severe loss to American science. 

— Measurements of the winter movement of a large glacier in 
North Greenland (the Fjord of Jacobshavn), have been recently 
made by Herr Hammer, and the summer observations of Herr 
Helland on the same glacier in 1875 can be compared with them. 
The velocity is much the same, apparently, in summer and in 
winter; about fifty feet in twenty-four hours may be taken to 
represent the rate in the middle of the glacier, where it is 
greatest. 

— - At a meeting of the Appalachian Mountain Club, held June 
14, 1882, in Boston, a paper by Mr. John Tatlock, Jr., of Williams- 
town, entitled " Variation of barometric measurements of altitude 
with the season," and one by Professor J. W. Chickering, of 
Washington, entitled " Roan mountain notes," were read. 
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— A society for the "Advancement of Literature and Science 
in the Dominion of Canada," has been instituted in Canada under 
the auspices of the Marquis of Lome. The assembly of scien- 
tists at Ottawa, May 25, 26 and 27, included the most notable 
men of science in the British Provinces. Among the foundation 
members present were Professor L. W. Bailey and Mr. Matthews, 
of New Brunswick. Dr. J. W. Dawson is the president. 

— A large lacustrine canoe, in excellent condition, has been 
found near Bex, 4000 feet above the sea-level, and nearly 3000 
feet above the valley of the Rhone. No lacustrine relics, says 
Nature, have ever before been met with in Switzerland at such an 
elevation. 

— The fifty-second annual meeting of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, will be held in Southampton, 
August 23d. The president-elect is C. W. Siemens. 

— The eleventh meeting of the French Association will occur 
at Rochelle, beginning August 24th. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

American Philosophical Society, Jan. 6, 1882. — The death 
of Dr. Isaac Israel Hayes, the well-known explorer, on Dec. 17, 
1 88 1, was announced. 

Feb. 3. — A paper upon the "Inclination of the apparent to the 
true Horizon, and the errors arising thereof in the Transit, Alti- 
tude, and Azimuth Observations," by Professor J. Hagen, was 
submitted for the proceedings. 

Feb. 17. — Dr. Britton exhibited some peats and lignites of Ar- 
kansas, also some anthracites and bituminous coals from the same 
State, showing the progress of the formation of coals. 

March 3. — Professor Cope read a paper entitled " On the Struc- 
ture of some Eocene Carniverous Mammals," illustrating his sub- 
ject by the exhibition of various fossil remains. 

March 17. — Professor Sadtler read a paper by Professor Edgar 
F. Smith and Mr. Thomas, on corundum and wavellite from 
localities before unknown to mineralogists, about six to eight 
miles from Allentown. 

Mr. Phillips made a communication in reference to the new 
Dictionary of the English language, now preparing under the 
auspices of the Philological Society. 

The Philadedphia Academy of Natural Sciences. Feb. 21. 
— The deaths of Dr. J. W. Draper and Theo. Schwann, corre- 
sponding members, and of Dr. Bridges, were announced. 

Feb. 28. — Dr. Leidy exhibited a beautiful collection of tourma- 
line crystals, and a variety of asbestos, known as " mountain 
leather," from the Hot Springs of Arkansas. This latter mineral 
contained at times flattened quartz crystals, and he asked if the 



